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Cong produces ‘proof’ of
forged SIR forms in Aj mer

Times NEws NETWORK

Ajmer: Ajmer unit of Cong-
ress Tuesday claimed “evi-
dence” of mass deletion of
voters under the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) on di-
rections of BJP. Addressinga
press conference, Cong disr-
tict president Rajkumar Jai-
pal and senior functionary
Dharmendra Rathore sho-
wed messages from the offici-
al WhatsApp group of booth
level officers (BLOs) where
they complained about the
misuse of Form 7for deleting
names of voters.

Among those deleted from
the rolls is Shahjahan Biwi,
the sitting municipal council-
lor from Ward 12. Congress al-
so produced BJP’s booth level
agent (BLA) Radhye Shyam
Banjara at the presser, who
claimed that the Form 7 sub-

mitted in his name did not ha-

ve his signature.

“We now have evidence
that our leader Rahul Gandhi
hasbeenspeakingabout, that
the election commission on
the directions of BJP is for-
ging the voters’list,” Rathore

Shaukat Ahmed
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(LtoR) Cong counc:llor Shahja Bibi, Cong Ajmer city prez Rajkumar
Jaipal, ex-RTDC chairman Dharmendra Rathore, and booth-level agent
Radhey Shyam Banjara at a press conference in Ajmer Tuesday

said, holding up a copy of the
official WhatsApp group of
BLOs, in which district elec-
tion officers and other offici-
als were also included.

“One of the BLO is writing
that in ward number 176 there
are 993 voters and he got Form
7to delete names of 467 voters.
When the BLO went on the
ground, he faced the anger of
people because the Form 7
which was submitted had no
information of the complai-
nant,” Rathore said, reading
out from the group chat.

“Another BLO is saying
that the Form 7 does not have

the identity of the complai-
nant. Many BLOs demanded
fromtheelection officer to ta-
ke action against those who
are forging Form 7 and pres-
surising them to delete na-
mes of voters,” Rathore said.
Rathore produced three
letters from BLLAs Amit Day-
ma, Vikky Khateek, and Rad-
hye Shyam Banjara, in which
theyclaimedthattheydidnot
giveany Form7.“NoBLA can
file more than 10 Form 7, but
here the BLOs are getting
such forms in bulk, which
shows how BJP is forging the
voters’list,” Rathore said.



SIR: Barmer voters
allege mass deletions

Times News NETWORK

Jaisalmer: Led by former
MLA Mewa Ram Jain, hund-
reds of people raised slo-
gans in front of the Barmer
district collectorate office
Tuesday against alleged de-
letion of thousands of vo-
ters’ names during the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
process. On Monday, Baytoo
MLA Harish Chaudhary
along with Barmer MP Um-
meda Ram Beniwal had led
locals in a protest and sub-
mitted a memorandum to
thedistrict collector.

On Tuesday, Jain alle-
ged that under SIR, a large
number of voters were re-
moved in several wards of
Barmer city, including Vis-
hala, Dudaberi, Malwa and
Lakhetali. He claimed that
many voters who resided at
the same address for years
and regularly voted in the
pastfound their names sud-
denly removed.

After the protest, a dele-
gation met the district col-
lector and submitted a me-
morandum demanding a
thorough investigation into
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Ex-MLA a Ram Jain submits
a memorandum to Barmer dist
collector Tina Dabi Tuesday

all names removed from the
voter list and the immediate
re-addition of those deleted
without valid reason. The
delegation also requested
that transparency and pub-
lic information be prioriti-
sed during processes like
SIR in the future.

Protesters also met the
sub-divisional officer and
registered objections, alle-
ging that in many areas na-
mes were deleted by booth le-
vel officers without proper
notice, despite rules requi-
ring notice and verification.
District collector Tina Dabi
assured the matter would be
seriously investigated.
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Ex-Cong councillor claims BJP BLA
tried to delete his name from rolls

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: A former Congress
councillor in Jaipur on Monday
submitted a complaint to the
Lalkothi police station against
a BJP booth-level agent for
allegedly conspiring to delete
his name from the electoral
rolls during the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) exercise,
police said on Tuesday.
Lalkothi SHO, Prakash Ram,
said, “No FIR has been lodged
yet. It is a matter under the Jai-
pur city SDM and the Election
Department. We have sug-

icsted that he a‘iiroach them.” brother of a local BJP BLA, ment.

A SENIOR ELECTION
DEPT OFFICIAL
SAID THAT THE
CASE WAS YET TO
BE REPORTED TO
THEM, BUT
ASSURED ACTION
INTO THE MATTER

According to the police, the
former councillor, Akbar
Uddin, from ward number 89
of Adarsh Nagar, in his com-
plaint letter, alleged that the

Ashok Kumar, allegedly sub-
mitted a forged form-7 in his
name to that effect. According
to the complaint, “a fake decla-
ration has also been attached
with the form saying that I per-
manently shifted to another
address. However, my family
has stayed at their ancestral
house in Adarsh Nagar for over
100 years.”

A senior officer from the
Election Department said, “Nc
such case has yet been reported
to us. However, we will look
into the matter.”Jaipur district
collector Jitendra Soni did not
respond to requests for com-
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SIR hearingin SC
turns into a debate
on ‘decolonisation’

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, January 20

THE HEARING on Tuesday
before the Supreme Court on
the constitutional validity of
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) being carried out by the
Election Commission turned
into a discussion on decolon-
isation. Senior Advocate Ra-
kesh Dwivedi, appearing forthe
poll panel, wondered why a
1977 judgment had to quote
“colonisers of India” like Brit-
ain's war-time Prime Minister
Winston Churchill - to which
thebenchsaid thereisthisidea
that democracy is imported
into India, and that might not
be historically correct.
Dwivedi referred to the 1977
Supreme Court Constitution Be-
nch ruling inthe Mohinder Sin-
gh Gill & Another Vs The Chief
Election Commissioner, New
Delhi, saying it “completely kno-
cks the bottom of” some of the
arguments put forth by the peti-
tioners, The senior counsel told
thebenchof CJISuryaKantand
Justice Joymalya Bagchi thatin
the case, “the exercise of powers
by the Election Commission
was upheld”. He, however,
added, “But I am wondering
why the court had to refer to
Winston Churchill and William
Pitt, the colonisers of India, in
order to draw support for this
proposition.” The judgment,
authored by late Justice VR
Krishna Iyer, had cited former
British prime ministers Chur-
chill, Pittand Benjamin Disraeli.
Justice Bagchi said, “This
ideaisthat democracy hasbeen
imported into India, which per-
haps may not be a historically
correct fact.” Headded, “There
were democratic republics
even before the birth of Christ...
In fact, the Pal dynasty in Ben-
gal had representative kinship.
So, the king was not the son of
the preceding king. He was
elected bythe noblemen. Bihar,
which you are arguing (the SIR
matter before the court began
with challenges to the exercise
conducted by the EC in Bihar),
has been the bedrock of democ-

I'm wondering

why the court
had toreferto
Winston Churchill
and William Pitt,
the colonisers of
India, inorderto
draw support for
this proposition.”

RAKESH DWIVEDI,
SENIOR ADVOCATE

racy. Number of these city
states were democratic states.”
Dwivedi said, “This idea of
Churchill was meant only for
Britain, not for India. Whatever
they were saying, they had
democracy in Britain, butcolony
in India.” He added, “All that I
wish to say is that when you
quote something, there are
much more appropriate (people
tobequoted)...Theideaneed not
have support of Churchill, the
original idea itselfis sufficient.”
Justice Bagchi said, “When
youseethe history of democracy
in (the) UK, it was elitist democ-
racy. People holding properties
were permitted to vote. That is
what wastransposed inthe Gov-
emmentof India Act which you
started your submissions on...
So, the Constitution does not ac-
tually copy the democracy
which was envisaged (in the
Government of India Act).”
Secondingthe view, Dwivedi
said, “It's an incorrect formula-
tion (to say the Constitutionis a
copy ofthe Government of India
Act) that just because the three
schedules are there, and some
other provisions... (they are)
completely different, the under-
lying spiritis different.”
Justice Bagchi said CJI
Kant’s judgment upholding
Section 6A of the Citizenship
Act “has been most illuminat-
ing” onthe subject of fraternity
and equality. Agreeing, Dwi-
vedi said, “We need to break
away from the colonised mind-
set. Decolonsiation of mindset
is important.”
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